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oire was in danger if its boundaries were
extended too far, relinquished the contests
which Trajan had made beyond the Danube
and beyond the Euphrates. Under Marcus
Aurelius occurred the conflict with the Mar-
comanni, which marked the beginning of the
long and desperate struggle of Rome with the
German tribes.

With the reign of Commodus (180-492)
began the decline of the Roman Empire.
This was at first gradual, but incompetent
rulers and invincible hordes of barbarians
hastened the inevitable fall. Under Septi-
mius Severus (193-211) occurred a change in
the attitude of the imperial government to-
ward Christianity, and under his protection
this religion began to make rapid progress
throughout Roman dominions. Alexander
Severus (222-235) gave Rome an able gov-
ernment and sought to check the military
supremacy and corrupt tendencies of the
time. The period of anarchy (251-268), dur-
ing which various claimants to the imperial
dignity were constantly warring among them-
selves, seemed about to cause the dissolution
of the Empire, but it was saved for a time
by the succession of five good emperors,
Claudius, Aurelian, Tacitus, Probus and
Carus. Of these the most famous is Aurelian
(270-275).

With the reign of Diocletian (284^305),
the last trace of republicanism vanished, and
Rome became an absolute monarchy. This
saved the Empire for nearly 200 years more,
although the appointment of Maximian to the
post of joint emperor began the division of
government administration which finally re-
sulted in the separation of East and West.
Diocletian is remembered for his terrible
persecution of the Christians. This was the
last pagan persecution of the Church, for un-
der Constantine the Great (sole emperor,
323-337), Christianity became the state re-
ligion. In 330 the capital of the Empire was
moved to Byzantium, afterward Constantino-
ple, The division of the Empire among Con-
stantine's sons led to a struggle which lasted
till 350, when Gonstantius became sole emper-
or. He was succeeded by Julian the Apostate
(361-363), so called because of Ms efforts to
restore paganism.

In the reigns of the joint emperors, Talen-
tinian and Valens, the barbarian tribes on the
north again became threatening, while in Af-
rica the Moors, and in Britain the Scots and
Piets, almost desfroved ^he Boman suprem-

acy. In 376, after the death of Valentinian,
the Visigoths, fleeing from the Huns, were al-
lowed by Valens, who still ruled in the East,
to cross the Danube and settle as allies. The
agents of the government exasperated them
by unfair dealing, and the result was a battle
in which the Romans were defeated (378);
but under Theodosius the Great (379-395)
the Romans succeeded in subduing the Goths.
At the death of Theodosius, the Empire was ,
divided between his sons, Areadius and Ho-
norius, the latter receiving the West, the
former becoming ruler of the Byzantine Em-
pire. Between the East and West, jealousy
arose, and one power often saved itself
from the barbarians by inducing them to turn
their hordes against the other. The Goths
under Alaric were defeated by Stilicho, the
general of Honorius, first in Greece and later
in Italy, but after the death of Stilicho they
returned and captured and sacked Rome,
Meanwhile, in the provinces, the Roman rule
had ended with the withdrawal of the legions
to defend Italy. The Visigoths founded a
kingdom in Southern France and Spain, and
the Vandals took possession of Northern Af-
rica. When the Huns, under Attila, ap-
peared, and after exacting tribute from the
Eastern emperor, descended upon Gaul, the
united Roman and Gothic armies opposed
them at Chalons and defeated them (451).
The following year, Attila marched into Italy
and threatened Rome, but was induced by the
pleas of Leo the Great, the Christian bishop,
to spare the city. In 455 the Vandals under
Genserie captured the city and plundered it
for two weeks. Between 456 and 472 Count
Ricimer created and deposed emperors at
will.
The last of the Roman emperors, strangely
enough, bore the name of Romulus, but was
surnamed Augustulus. In 476 Odoacer de-
throned this child emperor and took the title
of king of Italy; he thus brought the Roman
Empire in the West to an end* Rome now
became a province of the Byzantine empire
and was ruled in theory, sometimes in fact,
from Constantinople, until, in 800, the crown
of the Western Empire was placed on the
head of Charlemagne.
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